What was the single word, the one and only command-
ment God gave to Adam and Eve, the first ancestors, upon
their creation? It was the commandment and blessing to
maintain an absolute standard of sexual purity until God’s
approval of their marriage. We find the basis for this in the
Bible passage that indicates that Adam and Eve would surely
die on the day they ate of the fruit of the knowledge of good
and evil. If they had refrained from eating and observed
Heaven’s commandment, they would have perfected their
character and, as co-creators, stood with God, the Creator,
as His equals. Furthermore, they would have taken domin-
ion over the creation and become the lords of the universe
enjoying eternal and ideal happiness.

It was God’s blessing that He told them to preserve their
purity so that they could wed as His true children through
His Marriage Blessing, become true husband and wife, be-
come true parents and give birth to true children. This
knowledge deepens our understanding of this command-
ment. It is connected with the principle of absoluteness in
conjugal love, which is a principle of God’s creation. The pro-
found truth within God’s commandment has lain hidden
throughout history: human beings must inherit and live by a
model absolute sexual purity that is intrinsic to God’s ideal
for creation. This is so that they might perfect their individu-
ality as God’s children and establish themselves as lords of
creation.
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